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Public Health Information about COVID-19 
For all Dentists, Dental Hygienists, Dental Nurses and Clinical Dental Technicians 

For up to date information on Covid-19, log on to www.hpsc.ie 

Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that circulate among animals, including camels, cats and bats, with some causing illness in humans e.g. 
SARS (civet cats) and MERS (dromedary camels). Rarely, animal coronaviruses can change and infect people and then spread between people 
such as has been seen with MERS and SARS. 

Common Signs of Infection Clinical Guidance  
 

 respiratory symptoms i.e. cough, 
shortness of breath and breathing 
difficulties 

 fever 
 in more severe cases, infection can 

cause pneumonia, severe acute 
respiratory syndrome, kidney failure 
and even death. 

 

What should I do if a symptomatic person arrives or makes contact?  

 The primary care algorithm (attached) is the best approach for you if a symptomatic person arrives in 
your surgery or makes contact with you. It would be the same steps to be followed as in any community 
clinical setting.  

What should I do if someone has been in an affected area recently? 

 If a well person who attends a clinic has returned from mainland China in the previous 14 days, it would 
be prudent to defer the appointment until at least 14 days after last exposure in mainland China. 

 In general, a generic travel question for everyone on the consultation form is always a useful, e.g. Have 
you travelled abroad in the last month? If yes where? This would help gather this information without 
singling out any particular group or individual.  

Infection Control and Waste Management 

 The IPC guidance and waste management would also be useful for your services as this would also apply 
for your setting and can be used accordingly 
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/ 

Recommendations to prevent spread of infection include: 

 regular hand washing, 

 covering mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing, 

 avoid close contact with anyone showing symptoms of respiratory illness  

 avoid visiting wet or live markets and contact with animals, excretions and droppings 

 thoroughly cooking meat and eggs. 
 If you are unwell on return from travel to an affected area, contact your healthcare provider and tell 

them of recent travel. 

 

Where can I get further information? 

http://www.hpsc.ie/ 

There are several resources, guidance, 

posters and FAQs that you can use on the 

HPSC website so take a look there for 

general information. These can be 

printed off and used in any clinic/surgery 

as they are generic for any healthcare 

setting. 

 

http://www.hpsc.ie/
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/
http://www.hpsc.ie/
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